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   SL PPD DAYS - September 1-2, 2021 
 

Wednesday, Sep. 1st 
 

Time Session 
 
9:45-10:30 

Student perspectives on SL teaching principles  
by Jacqueline Einer & Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken 
Zoom ID: 575 458 1826 

Break (15 min) 

 
10:45-11:15 

A peek into learner support in the SL  
by Neslihan & Sonat Demirdirek 
Zoom ID: 414 144 5958 

Break (15 min) 

 
 
11:30-12:30 

Session A1 Session A2 
 

It isn’t all about technology: Teacher-student rapport in 
remote teaching by Arzu Ekoç, Yıldız Technical University 

Zoom ID: 575 458 1826 

EAP and sustainability on Google Docs 
by Eray Sevingil Bilici, Özyeğin University 

Zoom ID: 512 504 4259 

Lunch (60 min) 
 

 

 



2 

 

 
 
13:30-14:30 
 

Session B1 Session B2 Session B3 
 

“You need to calm down”: Critical 
thinking skills for cultural awareness  

by Metin Esen 
Zoom ID: 810 817 30 56 

Science literacy for EAP teachers in the 
post-truth era  

by Ilkem Kayıcan Dipcin 
Zoom ID: 676 693 3165 

Transgressing gender normativity: 
Pedagogical interventions that are gender-

responsive by Lukka Alp Akarçay 
Zoom ID: 603 431 3158 

Break (15 min) 

 
 
14:45-15:00 

Session C1 
 

Session C2 Session C3 

Forums on SUCourse+: an effective 
learning tool by Suant Jane Sezgin  

Zoom ID: 378 933 9264 

TA Teacher Training - GR502 Task Group  
by Cameron Dean  

Zoom ID: 639 435 6955 

SL Language & Culture Exchange Project  
by Ahmed Elmahi  

Zoom ID: 6184105592 
 

Break (30 min) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
15:30-16:30 

 

 
Space for Myself Session  
 
Ayşe Yıldırım ile Amigurumi Kuş Yapımı   
 
Zoom ID: 381 659 4686  Pass code: 212121 

 
This session will be held in Turkish.  
 
The presenter’s bio and information on the materials needed in the session are given on page 8. 
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Thursday, Sep. 2nd 
 

Time Session 
 
9:30-10:00 
 

It's important to keep an Open Mind  
by Andrew Bosson 
Zoom ID: 553 186 1013  

Break (15 min) 
 

 
10:15-11:15 
 

SL workshop: The semester ahead 
Zoom ID: 575 458 1826 

Break (15 min) 
 

 
 
11:30-12:30 

Session D1 
 

Session D2 

Improving the efficacy of online lessons:  
Getting off to a good start 

by Sinem Eskiköy, Bilgi University 
Zoom ID:   575 458 1826 

Horns of dilemma: Technology vs pedagogy 
by Emrah Akkurt, Acıbadem University 

 
Zoom ID: 512 504 4259 

Lunch (60 min) 
 

 
 

13:30-14:30 

Session E1 
 

Session E2 

Grammar lessons and lesson planning for online classes:  
Challenges, tips and ideas by Ebru Sınar Okutucu & Gökçe 

Arslan, Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University 
Zoom ID:  575 458 1826 

Remote teaching: lessons learned 
by Cristina Mirela Gültekin,  

Gaziantep University 
Zoom ID:  512 504 4259 

Break (30 min) 
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15:00-15:30 

Session F1 
 

Session F2 Session F3 
 

Session F4 
 

Our PURE & PROJ 201 
experiences 

by Tülin Süral Dean, Cameron 
Dean, Yuliya Shilova 

Zoom ID: 566 397 7271 

Response Writing in FDY and 
SPS  

by Mutlu Bosson & 
 Jonathan Smith 

Zoom ID: 618 132 6492 

In consideration of the student 
experience in online education  

by Kassandra Robertson 
 

Zoom ID: 531 723 4657 

Art integration in Foreign 
Language Education  

by Tuğba Yıldırım Kumbasar 
 

Zoom ID: 971 4894 6594 

Break (15 min) 
 

 
 
 
 
15:45-16:15 

 

 
Space for Myself Session  
 
Art + Improvisational Narratives by Lukka Alp Akarçay   
 
Zoom ID: 603 431 3158 
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Guest presentations: Abstracts and Biodata (in the order of sessions) 
 

It isn’t all about technology: Teacher-student rapport in remote teaching by Arzu Ekoç, Yıldız 

Technical University 

We all want to be seen and valued to sustain our well-being and our students are no exceptions in 

this regard. Building rapport with our students is essential to establish a harmonious classroom 

community. This session will focus on best practices for enhancing teacher-student rapport in 

remote teaching. 

 

Dr. Arzu Ekoç received her Master’s in ELT from Istanbul University in 2008 and completed her PhD 

in ELT at Istanbul University in 2013. She has been working as an English lecturer (PhD) in the School 

of Foreign Languages at Yildiz Technical University since 2006. She has been the coordinator of YTU 

SFL Staff Orientation and Development Office since 2019. Her research interests are learner 

identities, higher education and continuing education, metadiscourse analysis, EAP and second-

language writing. 

 

EAP and Sustainability on Google Docs by Eray Sevingil Bilici, Özyeğin University 

This session is to reflect on how an EAP course integrates sustainability along with teaching how to 

write a response paper via Zoom meetings for undergrad learners taking ENG 101 course at Özyeğin 

University. My personal practices along with learner comments indicate how immediate feedback 

and modelling help them learn more about the conventions of a response paper. 

 

Eray Sevingil Bilici is an alumnus of Private Darüşşafaka High School (128), holds her BA degree from 

Marmara University, Applied Linguistics and English Language Education and MA degree from 

Boğaziçi University, Foreign Language Education. She is a Fulbright scholar as an instructor in several 

parts of the US, along with her experiences at English Medium schools, Istanbul Commerce University 

and Özyeğin University. She is currently delivering ENG 101 courses at Özyeğin University. She is a 

PHD candidate at Yeditepe University, Curriculum and Instruction. She is working on a sustainability-

embedded curriculum for undergrad courses. 

 

Improving the efficacy of online lessons: Getting off to a good start by Sinem Eskiköy Kasarcı 

This workshop aims to present and gather some ideas to have a fresh start for online lessons. In the 

session, we will discuss some techniques and tips to make online learning process more engaging, 

accessible and fun. 

Sinem Eskiköy Kasarcı holds an M.A on English Language Teaching, the CELTA and DELTA and is an 

SLTEP alumni member. Sinem has been teaching for 16 years and training at BEPP since 2013. She 

has been offering courses in English Preparatory Program, General Education Program and EAP 

program at Istanbul Bilgi University where she has worked as an instructor, lecturer, course designer, 

teacher trainer and e-moderator. She is interested in online education, e-moderation, and designing 

blended and fully online courses. 
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Horns of Dilemma: Technology vs Pedagogy by Emrah Akkurt, Acıbadem University 

MORPHEUS: You’re here because you know something. What you know you can’t explain, but you 

feel it. You’ve felt it your entire life—that there’s something wrong with the world. You don’t know 

what it is, but it’s there, like a splinter in your mind, driving you mad. It is this feeling that has brought 

you to me. Do you know what I’m talking about?  

NEO: … Technology in the classroom. 

 

#EltonsNominee #TEDx #Edtech #CognitivePsychology #curriculum #CognitiveLoad #Teaching21years 

#parachutist 

 

Grammar Lessons and Lesson Planning for Online Classes: Challenges, Tips and Ideas  

by Ebru Sınar Okutucu and Gökçe Arslan, Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University 

Grammar teaching has been studied and discussed in the ELT world for ages! What about teaching 

grammar in online education? Is it possible to make our lessons more interactive? In this workshop, 

challenges of online grammar lessons and lesson planning will be discussed along with possible 

practical tips and ideas from the presenters' point of view and real experiences. 

 

Ebru Sınar Okutucu is an English instructor and a learning advisor at Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt 

University, School of Foreign Languages. She graduated from Gazi University ELT Department and 

holds a Master’s degree in Educational Administration from Gazi University. Her interests include 

PD, integrating critical thinking skills into EFL settings, educational leadership, advising in language 

learning and learner autonomy. 

 

Gökçe Arslan is an instructor of English and a member of the Professional Development Unit and a 

learning advisor at Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University, School of Foreign Languages. She graduated 

from Middle East Technical University ELT Department and has been an instructor of English for 14 

years. Her interests include teacher education, flipped learning, teacher autonomy and advising in 

language learning, and paragliding. 

 

Remote teaching: lessons learned by Cristina Mirela Gültekin, Gaziantep University 

Switching to remote teaching in a week made all teachers panic in 2020. What lessons have we 

learned that could inform better practices in online teaching in the future? This session will be 

looking at how engagement, principled practice, planning and delivery contribute to the success of 

an online course. 

 

Cristina Mirela Gültekin is a teacher, teacher trainer and lifelong learner. She holds an MA in TESOL 

and currently leads the PDU at the School of Languages, Gaziantep University. With extensive 

experience in preparing foreign languages programmes from K12 to university levels in Europe and 

Turkey, she is committed to research in the psychological and social development of language 

teachers and learners, and the processes and practices through which professional development is 

implemented and developed continuously.   
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SL presentations: Abstracts (in the order of sessions) 

 

Student perspectives on SL teaching principles by Jacqueline Einer & Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken 

In this session, we will be sharing with you the data collection and analyses processes from our work 

with SL students on how they view SL teaching principles. We will share examples from the data and 

our analysis work and discuss how the principles will be introduced to SL students in the coming 

semester. 

 

A peak into learner support in the SL by Neslihan & Sonat Demirdirek 

In this presentation, we will offer an overview of what our responsibilities and tasks include as the 

Learner Support Team. We will first explain the background to Learner Support. We will also share 

our goals and the expectations of our students. Then, we will mention some challenges and 

opportunities we have experienced. We will give examples of the work we have done in the previous 

semesters. This work includes individual and group support tutorials as well as individual guidance 

and support.  

 

You need to calm down! by Metin Esen 

A responsibility we have as language teachers is to help our students to recognise, interpret, and 

acknowledge different microcultures and cultural variety. Such a skill necessitates a conscious, 

active language use, self-awareness as a cultural being, and certain critical thinking skills. In this 

regard, this workshop aims to help participant teachers to rediscover the concepts of microcultures 

and critical thinking; introduce a number of practical tools to teach interculturality and address 

issues arising from cultural conflicts and misunderstandings; provide ways to incorporate critical 

thinking into immediate classroom practices. 

 

Science literacy for EAP teachers in the post-truth era by İlkem Kayıcan Dipcin 

In this workshop, we will work on developing healthy skepticism by keeping an open mind when 

interpreting scientific findings communicated on the news, social media, and peer reviewed 

scientific journals as teachers of academic skills in university. If you are overwhelmed by 

misinformation and fake news, please be my guest to learn how to use your critical thinking skills to 

evaluate scientific evidence and increase the awareness of your students. 

 

Transgressing gender normativity: Pedagogical interventions that are gender-responsive by Lukka 

Alp Akarçay 

 In one image, a woman nurse attends to a child; in another, a man pilot stands in front of a plane. 

The accompanying question asks: Which part of the brain might be more developed in men and 

which in women? Teaching and learning materials can promote inclusion and equality or they can 

reinforce stereotypical beliefs about gender norms. In this workshop, we will discuss ideas for 

deconstructing gender-biased representation in one of our existing route four teaching and learning 

materials; and formulate ideas for developing pedagogical interventions that are gender-

responsive. 
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Forums on SUCourse+: an effective learning tool by Suant Jane Sezgin  

The aim of this session is to familiarize SL instructors with the learning forums on SUCourse+. First, 

I will explain how it can be used effectively and interactively. Later, I will show some sample forums 

with students' responses. Finally, I will explain how to start a forum for learners on SUCourse+. 

 

TA Teacher Training - GR502 Task Group by Cameron Dean  

This session will explain the rationale for the task group (Cameron, Yuliya and Jonathan) in providing 

some teacher training input to the undergraduate TAs at Sabancı. It will briefly cover the aspects we 

have focused on so far and hope to cover in the future. 

 

SL Language & Culture Exchange Project by Ahmed Elmahi 

After a brief definition of Language and Culture (L & C) Exchange in ESL/EFL, we will look at what we 

have done so far; face-to-face vs e-tandem; benefits of L & C exchange; limitations and future plans; 

and suggestions from participants. 

 

Space for Myself Session: Ayşe Yıldırım ile Amigurumi Kuş Yapımı   

Ayşe Yıldırım, 1961 İstanbul doğumlu emekli bir anneannedir. Kendisi sevgili Ebru Özgür Katı’nın 

annesidir.  Ayşe hanım bizlere amigurumi kuş yapımını öğretecektir. Katılacaklar için gerekli 

malzemeler şöyledir: 19 numara tığ; 2 renk etamin ipi (kuşun kendisi ve gagası için); 2 adet düğme 

(kanatlar için); 2 adet minik siyah boncuk (gözler için); boncuk elyaf (dolgu için); parçaları dikmek 

için uygun renkte iğne iplik  
 

Ördüğü oyuncakları ve yaka iğnelerini satışa çıkardığı bir hesabı vardır. Instagram hesabı 

için Herkese Oyuncak: https://www.instagram.com/herkeseoyuncak/ 

Satıştaki Oyuncakları görmek için ilgili link: 

https://www.shopier.com/ShowProductNew/storefront.php?shop=HerkeseOyuncak&sid=NG1FY3Z

mYzlRV0l5Mzg5RzBfLTFfIF8g 

 

It's important to keep an Open Mind by Andrew Bosson 

The Open Minds course was my sabbatical project in Spring 2020. It is designed to be an introduction 

to critical thinking. This interactive workshop will provide a brief overview of the course and explore 

some of the areas we cover in the course. 

 

Our PURE & PROJ 201 experiences by Tülin Süral Dean, Cameron Dean, Yuliya Shilova 

In this session, we aim to introduce SL teachers to PURE & PROJ 201 by talking about our own 

personal experiences and to guide those who are interested in taking part in these projects. 

 

Response Writing in FDY and SPS by Mutlu Bosson & Jonathan Smith 

The aim of this session is for FDY and SPS teachers to put their heads together to reflect on our 

practices in preparing and supporting students for writing response papers in their Freshman year. 

Information will be presented about the tasks and expectations we have for our students in both 

FDY and SPS. Then there will be a discussion about the similarities and differences, as well as what 

implications there might be for teachers in both courses. 

https://www.instagram.com/herkeseoyuncak/
https://www.shopier.com/ShowProductNew/storefront.php?shop=HerkeseOyuncak&sid=NG1FY3ZmYzlRV0l5Mzg5RzBfLTFfIF8g
https://www.shopier.com/ShowProductNew/storefront.php?shop=HerkeseOyuncak&sid=NG1FY3ZmYzlRV0l5Mzg5RzBfLTFfIF8g
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In consideration of the student experience in online education by Kassandra Robertson 

This workshop will explore insights as to what students perceive as advantages and challenges of 

learning in the digital environment. The aim is to strategize how teachers can transform weaknesses 

into opportunities, empathize with students, and support development of autonomous learning 

skills beyond those emphasized in the academic curriculum. 

 

Art integration in Foreign Language Education by Tuğba Yıldırım Kumbasar 

Art integration is an experiential teaching approach that creates a richer learning environment 

through the incorporation of arts into another discipline. In this session, participants will have the 

opportunity to expand their understanding of art integration while gaining applicable ideas of artful 

teaching practices to implement into their teaching context. 

 

Space for Myself Session: Art + Improvisational Narratives by Lukka Alp Akarçay   

An artwork, like fiction, can tell us a story, or remind us of one or more of our own stories. An artwork 

can also invite us to tap into our inner creativity and stir in us an unrestrained improvisational world 

as we imagine possibilities. What narratives will we weave as we connect the multiple threads of 

each other’s interpretations of art? In this workshop, we will look at artwork to generate a thread of 

collective narratives; have a caption contest; and create our own digital drawings. 
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